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only question that remained, was, whether this bill should have
been brought in originally under the responsibility of the
executive government, or whether it was not more proper to
submit the documents in the first instance to a secret
committee. He had reconsidered this question; he had
reconsidered it with reference to principle and to precedent;
and he bad no hesitation in saying that, with reference to
either, he thought the course adopted by their lordships was
the just one. He would venture to say, that there could be found
no instance where measures of this kind were adopted without
previous enquiry. As to the more immediate proceedings, he
wished a copy of the bill to be forwarded in the most respectful
manner to each of the illustrious individuals concerned. The
next question would be whether their lordships would fix a
period for the second...
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