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General Books LLC. Paperback. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. Paperback. 50 pages.
Dimensions: 9.7in. x 7.4in. x 0.1in.This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can
download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not
illustrated. 1915 Excerpt: . . . BICAVES OB DISCOIDAL ORNAMENTS FOUND IN INDIANA AND OHIO--USED BY
PREHISTORIC ARTISANS IN GAMES AND RITUALISTIC CEREMONIES. In our archaeological literature the generic
term discoidal or bicave is applied indiscriminately to all round, non-spherical I objects of stone, shell, bone or
hematite, and sometimes of pottery manufacture. Those shown in center of picture are composed of granite
and quartzite, are convex and concave and beveled on sides, which are art relics of the Stone Age. When asked
to what use these bicave stones were applied, the general answer is for playing games. We ask, How is this fact
known We answer, it is not known, but merely surmised; merely inferred from the accounts of early writers who
saw the Aborigines gambling with round stones, called chungke. Judging the prehistoric Americans by their
present day descendants, I we mav well rest assured that they were not so fond of labor as to I 1 carve from the
hardest rocks and beautifully finish the discoidal stones, and grind out the hollows on each side with such care
and 1 symmetry, without some well-defined purpose. No Indian would be guilty of such arduous work to make
these cavities and finely polish it; rather let us suppose they were v used and worn at ceremonial stunts. Prof.
Moorehead, of Andover, Mass. , is the best authority we know on prehistoric relics. He says: Ancient man in
America was not possessed with iron and steel, nor of other hard...
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