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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1781 edition. Excerpt: . But go! and with thy soft soul-soothing speech, And all the
aid thy wisdom may inspire, The ways of safety to this wanderer teach! My name is Beatrice: the heavenly quire
For this | left, tho ever left with pain; But love suggested what | now desire. When | the presence of my lord
regain, On thee my praises with delight mall dwell. So spake this angel, in her heavenly strain. Bright Fair, (I cry
d) who didst on earth excel All that e er shone beneath the lunar sphere, And every mind to virtuous love impel!
Had | e en now perform d the task | hear, That swift performance | mould think too slow: Nor needs there more;
your gracious will is clear Yet how you venture, | would gladly know, From those pure realms, to which again
you fly. So near the center of eternal woe. What you require (she said, in kind reply) | briefly will explain: how
thus I dare, Unconscious of alarm, these depths to try. From these things only springs our fearful care, By which
our hapless friends may suffer ill; But not from other; for no sear is there. Such am | form d, by Heaven s most
gracious will, That torture cannot touch my purer frame, E en where fierce fires his flaming region fill. A gentle
spirit (Lucia is her name) In heaven laments the hardships of my friend, For whom | ask...
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