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1-3. A similar fate the prophet foresees for Moab, the relative of
Aminon, although at that time it had not been enraged against
Israel, but against Edom, its border-neighbour. The king of this
people, Moabs enemy, who had probably fallen into its hands, it
had not merely retained but with all the inventiveness of
barbarity had burned his bones into lime (dust) for the purpose
of casting them into the water or scattering them into the air; a
means of depriving the dead of the rest of the grave, which
occurs elsewhere only in the case of great criminals (comp. Jos.
vii. 25). From v. 3 it appears that Moab itself had at that time no
king of its own: this accords entirely with what we learn
elsewhere of the great victories of Yeroboam II. (comp. vi. 14),
who had left...
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