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that nobility of birth did not with him entail the necessity of supporting the cause of oppression and of opposing
every social improvement. His generous spirit lightly threw off these trammels, and it is to himself rather than
to ancestral accident that the lustre of his name is due. The subject of this brief memoir was the second of
twenty children. His remarkable talents, which displayed themselves at an early age, were sedulously cultivated
by his father, and bore their fruit in timely season. At the age of sixteen he took a step, the motive of which it is
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