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Paul Dry Books, Inc, United States, 2010. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book. Written in 1159 and addressed to Thomas Becket, John of Salisbury s The Metalogicon
presents--and defends--a thorough study of the liberal arts of grammar, logic, and rhetoric. The very name
Metalogicon, a coinage by the author, brings together the Greek meta (on behalf of) and logicon (logic or
logical studies). Thus, in naming his text, he also explained it. With this lucid treatise on education, John of
Salisbury urges a thorough grounding in the arts of words (oral and written) and reasoning, as these topics are
addressed in grammar and logic.The Metalogicon (Contents in brief)Prologue -- Occasion, Purpose, and
General Nature of the WorkBook I -- The Trivium and GrammarBook II -- Logic Proper: General
ObservationsBook III -- Logic: Contents (Porphyry and Aristotle)Book IV -- Logic: Contents and TruthThe study of
grammar in John of Salisbury s time included familiarization with the ancient Latin classics, and involved not
only a reading of them but also an analysis and imitation of their style. It thus anticipated the humanism of the
Renaissance. The study of logic, as it was then pursued, comprised learning and putting into practice the
principles of Aristotle s Organon. In The Metalogicon, a leading medieval scholar summarizes the essential
lineaments of existing twel>h-century education, describes his experiences while a student at Chartres and
Paris, and aGords personal glimpses of such contemporary intellectual leaders as Peter Abelard, Gilbert de la
Porree, and Thierry of Chartres.Written more than 950 years ago, The Metalogicon still possesses an
invigorating originality that invites readers to refresh themselves at the sources of Western learning. Grammar
is accordingly first among the liberal arts. Necessary for the young, gratifying to the old, and an agreeable...
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