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form, a clear, interesting, and valuable account of the legislative and political aFairs of the American people
from the colonial period to the present time - to describe faithfully the great historic measures, the leading
statesmen, and the notable occurrences which have, one aGer the other, engaged the attention of the nation
during the years of its development. The first chapter is somewhat like a prologue, and serves to inform the
reader in a rapid manner of the English settlement of the country, and of the momentous events which led to
the meeting of the First Continental Congress. ThereaGer, the history goes on in consecutive style to narrate the
movement for independence, the doings of the Revolution, the making of the Constitution, the establishment of
the Constitutional Government, and all the important legislative proceedings from the First Congress of the
United States to the close of the FiGy-third Congress. The origin and growth of parties, the memorable actions
of Presidents, and innumerable other matters pertaining to the broad and diversified field of American politics
are also described and discussed. The work is the result of patient, long-continued study of the best historical
authorities, of liberal thought, of kindly disposition, and I believe it to be accurate in its statements and just in
dealing with men and measures. Interwoven in the chapters are copious extracts from famous speeches and
debates, all gathered from the official reports and presumably correct in their phraseology. About the Publisher
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